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These observances continue what began last year at Stagecoach, which was 
the first major West Coast festival after Route 91 and was attended by as many 
as 2,000 Route 91 survivors. Some were overcoming a reluctance to go out in 
public, and many sought out each other.

The Route 91 community was quick to reach out to Borderline, said Julie Craig, 
a vendor with a booth called Countryfied that sells a large selection of Country 
Strong merchandise.

Craig had her booth at Route 91 and was in the crowd while Jason Aldean’s set Craig had her booth at Route 91 and was in the crowd while Jason Aldean’s set 
was closing out that event when the shooting started, followed by chaos and 
anguish. Aldean will close out this year’s Stagecoach on Sunday.

Craig enjoys the hugs she gets from other survivors at events like Stagecoach.

“We’re still kind of messed up, but I think we’re better,” she said. “We’ve come a 
long way.

“Country people are good people. They’re amazing. And they’re going to help “Country people are good people. They’re amazing. And they’re going to help 
us.”

Rose said country music “has a way of bringing people together as a community 
that really no other genre has, “especially in California. Here in California, when 
you’re a country music fan, everybody knows each other.”

She said Honey County struggled to get the lyrics of “Country Strong” right with She said Honey County struggled to get the lyrics of “Country Strong” right with 
collaborator Kalie Schorr, who “made it better.” Rose said the band has received 
many thanks since the song dropped at midnight Friday.
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In some ways the country music scene was permanently changed by the 
shootings, said Rose.

“I’ve certainly noticed security changes. We played the Orange County Fair with 
Brett Eldredge just last July and there were so many more security people 
there. And it felt really secure. You go to a festival and you’re expecting things to 
have a little bit of looseness, but not anymore. And I’m fine with that.”

But the song has a different message.

“We’re going to keep rising up in spite of darkness in everything that we do,” “We’re going to keep rising up in spite of darkness in everything that we do,” 
said Stump. “Any tragedy that comes our way, we’re going to keep holding our 
heads high. We’re going to keep enjoying life and exceeding our own 
expectations of who we are and what we want to accomplish.”

Craig said she has been able to rise above and is smiling more than last year’s 
Stagecoach. She said her staff members cautioned each other, “Be careful, 
Julie cries a lot.

“But no, I’m not crying like I used to cry. It’s like, there’s my family, and we hug. “But no, I’m not crying like I used to cry. It’s like, there’s my family, and we hug. 
So it’s a good thing. It is.”

To preview or purchase “Country Strong”:  http://smarturl.it/k6o60a

https://www.pe.com/2019/04/27/stagecoach-2019-festival-is-country-strong-with-song-and-performance-dedicated-to-route-91-borderline-victims/


